IN PHILADELPHIA,
original knowledge. Of this passage, probably the most learned in appearance that he ever wrote, I oe was proud, and he reprinted it at every favorable opportunity throughout his life. The scholarship,
1       *             1      1.                       1 *
whoever furnished it, was sound, and m later etti-tions of Keith the ohjectional paragraphs are omitted. So far as is known Poe did not again contribute to the theological quarterly.
He gave his attention during this winter principally to the "Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym,"1 which was announced by the Harpers in May, 1838, and was published at the end of July. Tales of the sea, under the influence of Cooper and Mar-ryatt, were then at the height of their popularity, and many grew up and withered in a day. In selecting his suhject, however, Poe was not merely adopting the literary fashion, but with the business adroitness of the born magazinist he was trading on the momentary curiosity of the public, which was highly interested in Antarctic explorations in con-
1 The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pi/m, of Nantucket; comprising the Details of a Mutiny and Atrocious Butchery on board the American Brig Grampus, OB her Way to the South Seas —-with an. Account of the Recapture of the Vessel by the Survivors ; their Shipwreck, and subsequent Horrible Sufferings from Famine; their Deliverance by means of the British Schooner Jane Gray ; the brief Cruise of this latter Vessel in the Antarctic Ocean ; her Capture, and the Massacre of her Crew among a Group of Islands in. the 84th parallel of Southern latitude ; together with the incredible Adventures and Discoveries still further South, to which that distressing Calamity gave rise. 12nao, pp.198. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1838.
